164        WORKING FOR BETTER HOMES AND HOUSING
The criticism might be made that the children would become
disinterested in having the same theme carried through every
year. This might happen but for the fact that the study in
the assisting schools has been part of a community housing
interest in which the children's parents are studying how to
improve or build their homes, and are actually improving
them. In the schools the pupils are helping with the manage-
ment and improvement of the school, and are being inspired
through school projects to undertake like ones which pertain
to their homes. When the subject is read about in literature,
talked about, illustrated on the screen, and given daily atten-
tion, motivation is adequate.
Results from the projects—a review. The programs have
been successful. Older pupils are getting a vision of commu-
nity sendees in which they can join; in elementary schools
they serve to teach children to read, write, do arithmetic, and
to be cooperative home members "by helping improve their
own homes. Each child's accomplishment in actual home
improvement is recorded by a simple questionnaire. The
questionnaires are filed and they direct the selection and carry-
ing out of subsequent improvements. Where several children
in a family have been carrying a project simultaneously, re-
markable improvements have been made. Parents have used
the school literature, and some pamphlets have been specially
prepared for their use. These, easily read and understood,
extend the instruction to larger house-building problems, land-
scaping, drainage, and the like.
PUPILS IN MANY SCHOOLS STUDY THE ECONOMICS
OF HOUSING
Many schools are situated in localities where a unified
schobl-home-community housing study seems at present to be
impractical. Individuals and groups can, however, accom-
plish a great deal.
One fourth grade planned an assembly program on better
bousing standards which might be sought for their city. At
this time they discussed ways and means for making houses

